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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to our first ALTS Gazette for this academic year and welcome to our new reception        
children and their parents and carers. As you will see, it has been a busy start to the year with the 
children taking parts in a range of different enrichment activities. Happy reading! We also had an 
Ofsted Inspection this term and we hope to be able to share the report with you after the half term.  
I hope you all enjoy your half term break and we look forward to inviting you into school for lots of 
lovely  Christmas  events next term! 
 
Best wishes  
Mrs O’Connor 

 
                               

 



 

 

We were honoured to welcome the Rushden Town Mayor, Cllr David Coleman and his 
Consort, Cllr Mrs Melanie Coleman into school this week to present our new, elected 
school council with their badges and certificates in a special ceremony. Parents were also 
invited which made the occasion extra special for the children receiving awards. 

Our ALTS Awards were also presented to children from each class who have worked      es-
pecially hard to display our school values this term. 



Alhberg 

Y1 

Lucy 

Freddie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosen        

Y2 

Blake  

Iris 

 

Blyton   

Y3 

Eloise 

Jaxon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blackman 

Y5 

Robin 

Viky 

 

Blyton   

Y4 

Elsie  

Dimitri 

Aalia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shakespeare 

Y6 

Olivia 

Marley 

Evony 

Martha 

Ethan 

 

 



 

Last week, we held our Harvest Festival. Thank you all for your 
generosity in donations which were gratefully received by Serve 
and our local foodbank. We collected an amazing amount of   
produce which will benefit many people in our local community. 

During the service, our Y4 children talked to us about the     
meaning of harvest. We also thought about people who are less           
fortunate than  ourselves. 

We sang harvest songs which the children had practised in their 
weekly singing sessions and our fabulous Year 4 children             
entertained us all with poetry and facts about how harvest is   
celebrated in other countries around the world. They also        
presented their fabulous Autumn themed art work. 



84th Anniversary of the Al-
fred Street Bombing 

Earlier this month was the 84th Anniversary of the 

Bombing of Alfred Street School. 

Mr & Mrs Baker, our Governors, and Rev Phil Hearson the Church Minister of the Independent 

Wesleyan Church, held a memorial service for the seven children who tragically lost their lives in 

the bombing of the school in 1940. This took place in our memorial garden. Afterwards, some of 

our Y6 children served tea, coffee and cake to our visitors and enjoyed chatting to them about 

their memories of wartime. 

Our pupils continue to learn about the school’s history during history lessons and are able to 

draw on the many memoirs and recollections that have been recorded over the years. Mrs 

Botterall, a former pupil in 1940, shared her memories with the children in a video recording. We 

are extremely grateful and recognize the importance of our children being taught about that 

fateful day in Rushden’s history.  

If you were unable to join us on the day, but would like to visit the memorial garden to pay your 

own personal respects, the gates remain open throughout the day. 

 

 



Reading is a lifelong skill which we try to develop as your child continues 
their journey through our school. Here at ALTS, we are keen to develop a 
love of books and escapism as early as possible. 

Our Weekly Reading Trophy is a whole school competition for reading at 
home, where each class’s average weekly reads are calculated at the end 
of each week. The class with the highest average are awarded extra     
playtime and a league table is kept on display in the hall. 

As you will already be aware, as a school, we subscribe to TT Rock Stars 
for our KS2 children. The website allows the children to    practice their 
times tables through a competitive element. When they log on, they 
can select different areas known as arenas to complete a range of 
times table tests. As the teacher, we can set the times  tables which we 
want the children to access.  

Your child should be using the TT Rockstars’ log in on a regular basis as part of their school 
homework. If your child does not have access to a device to use, then please speak to your 
child’s teacher as we do have devices in school which you can loan. In our hall, we have a    
display to record the top scores in each class, weekly certificates are awarded and children go 
on the Hall of Fame. 

For our younger children, we also have Numbots which helps with the understanding, recall 
and fluency of mental addition and subtraction, so that children can confidently move from 
counting to calculating.  

BBC Bitesize - Maths KS2 - Guardians: Defenders of Mathematica 

Defenders of Mathematica is a free, online math game 
for primary school children that helps them build and 
test their math skills. The game covers 10 different Key 
Stage 2 (KS2) math topics, including times tables,      
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division,           
fractions, decimals, ratio, proportion, shapes,        
measurement, algebra, and statistics.  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn2y7nb  



 

Football Tournament 





 

 



 

 



 

In PE this term we have been 
learning ball skills. We have 
been learning how to pass a 
ball in different ways and to   
develop our catching and  
trapping skills.  

 In Geography we have been learn-
ing about different types of map. 
It has been    interesting looking at 
Google Earth and finding our    
houses and school. We have used 
maps to locate the equator and the 
poles.  

 
In History and Art, we 
have been learning about 
Mesopotamia.  We have 
enjoyed finding out 
about how they lived and 
the strict rules they had 
to follow. In art we have  
used clay to create our 
own busts, tablets and 
to make imprints using 
cylinder seals.  

In Science we have been learning about how 
different animals care for their young and 
what animals need to survive. 

We enjoyed watching videos of chicks    
hatching and developing. 



 
Mr Cox, our Sports Coach, along with members of our Sports Crew, deliver a wide variety 

of fun activities at lunch times. For our children who prefer some quiet time, we also 

have our Reading Shelter.  

 



Welcome to your first Year 3 page. I hope you all enjoy looking at and reading about the    

wonderful things we have been up to this term. The children have all settled in amazingly to 

life as a ‘junior’. They have all blossomed so much over the term and are showing our values of 

confidence and resilience in their learning.   

In Art this term, we have looked at 

the art in Ancient Greece. We learnt 

of the importance of vases and the 

types of images they are decorated 

with.  

As part of our sculpture unit, we   

designed and created armatures   

before filling and covering with mod

-roc and painting our final pieces. 

I’m sure you will agree, we have 

some budding artists!  

In our English lessons, we have learnt how to 

write portal stories. The children all worked hard 

to include the features taught this term. They all 

tried hard to write descriptively so the reader 

could really picture the character and setting of 

their stories. I am sure they will be keen for you 

to read their story on Parent’s Evening next 

term! 

In PE, we have worked on the children’s            

development of fundamental skills. This has   

included: ball skills, running techniques, and 

movements such as hopping, jumping and    

skipping. It has been wonderful to see their 

happiness as their skills developed and they 

could finally master skipping. Each and every 

member of Blyton has shown our value of     

empathy towards their peers through the en-

couragement and support they have given each 

other.  

We welcomed our local 

PCSO in to talk about 

how to keep safe and 

how  to recognise unsafe 

feelings.   

Our Maths skills are improving 

daily! Keep practising those 

times tables at home!  





In Science, we have been 
learning about how the 
sun appears to move 
across the sky. We made 
sundials to find out how 
we can use the changing 
shadows to tell the time. 

   

By Viky & Travis 

In Art, we have been learning about  
different styles.  We created a     
collage using a range of materials.  
Our collages combined visual and   
tactile qualities. 

By Ellie, Paige & Cassandra 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

We have been learning about ’light’ and have  

carried out investigations to see if the power 

of a light source makes a difference to how far 

the light can travel. We have also investigated 

how and why shadows change in size. Our 

most recent learning has been about           

refraction and why pencils look as though 

they have bent when put in a clear glass full of 

water!                          By James and Oscar 

English - We used drama, including freeze 

frames and hot seating, to consider the 

thoughts and feelings of the characters in our 

class text ‘Holes’.  We have been improving our 

inference skills when reading as well as using 

the events in the story to complete a range of 

writing tasks based around the main character 

Stanley Yelnats.   

PE   We have been perfecting our dribbling and        

defending skills in football during this term’s PE         

lessons, as well as working on our fitness levels. 

By Freddie & Marley 

In History, we have been learning about how hard life was for children in the 

Industrial Revolution.                                                                                                              

We have talked about the slums and the diseases, caused by over crowding 

and poor living conditions, such as cholora. This was made worse due to the 

whole city`s human waste being dumped into the river.  

Also, we have talked about how contagious diseases were spread since people 

worked side by side and slept back to back. We have also learnt about the   

agricultural revolution and the inventions made during that time like the 4 

field system where farmers rotated which fields they used. Also, selective 

stock breeding where farmers breed the strongest animals for the best stock 

possible.                       By  Bronwen 

Geography 

In Geography, we have been learning about the 

North West and the different types of               

energy, such as wind power, solar power and          

hydro power.  

We have also been 

learning about the 

Lake District  and 

how the physical geography provides lots of fun 

activities for tourists.    By Layla 





 



Weekly Awards 

Fab Friday winners receive their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. 
The class with the highest attendance for that week receive the Attendance Cup. The class that 
have the highest average number of reads are awarded the ‘Reading Cup’ and Team Points are 
also announced weekly.   

Our ‘Fab Friday’ winners  for this term were: 

Donaldson:  

Alhberg: Antonia, Emma, Freddie, Harry, Kobe, Scarlett  

Rosen:  MJ, Sienna, Dora, Harper, Catherine, Elijah, Archie 

Blyton:  Rhys, Scarlett-Rose, Chikaima, Lauren, Christina 

Dahl: Viky, Oscar, Kevin, Cassandra 

Blackman: Cassandra, Esme, Numa, Robin, Travis, Zed 

Shakespeare: Ethan, Stephen, Keelan, Evony, Martha , James 

 

 

 

Donaldson Alhberg Rosen Blyton  Dahl Blackman Shakespeare 

Empathy Excellence Resilience & 

Passion 
Resilience & 

Communication 

                    

Excellence Excellence 

 

Excellence 

 

 

Willow Ayannah Blake Lily Lauren Oscar Freya 

‘Attendance Cup’ winners :             
Y1, Y4, EYFS, Y6, Y5, Y3  

‘Reading Cup’ winners:   

 This term’s Class 
Reading Winners 
will go to the final 
week with Y3 on 34 
points followed by 

Y6 on 32 points! 

    

    

 

TIGERS 

 
Well done to the children above for demonstrating our values this term. 

   

PANTHERS LEOPARDS  LIONS 

 



November 

Monday 4th—Training for teachers 

Tuesday 5th—Children back to school, RBL Remembrance Assembly 

Wednesday 6th—Year 6 visiting Rushden War Memorial 

Monday 11th—Anti-bullying week activities, KS1 Come and See 3.15pm 

Tuesday 12th—KS1 Come and See 8.50am, Odd Sock Day (information to follow) 

Wednesday 13th—KS1 and KS2 visit to Cine World, Rushden Lakes, Parents Consultation      
evening @ Alfred Street 

Thursday 14th—Parents Consultation evening @ Alfred Street 

Tuesday 19th—Inclusive Kurling Competition (selected children) 

Wednesday 20th—KS2 Cross Country event (selected children), KS2 Life Education work-
shops 

December 
Monday 2nd—New reception intake visit to Alfred Street Site, 6pm 
Thursday 12th—Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Dinner, KS1 and KS2 disco (information 
to follow) 
Monday 16th—ALTS Awards (invitation only) 
Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th  - Infant and Junior Christmas Production 
Thursday 19th—Christmas Concert after school 
Friday 20th—Last day of term and Christmas Party Day 

Extra Curriculum After School Clubs - Autumn Term 2 

Here are the after school clubs on offer for Autumn Term 2, which will run until the end of the half term. 
All clubs are £1 per session and you can sign up via our Reach More Parents app. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunchtime 

 

 

12-1 Sports      
Activities 

 

 

 12-1 Sports     
Activities 

12-1 Craft Club 

12-1 Sports      
Activities 

 

12-1 Sports        
Activities 

12-1 Language 
Club 

12-1 Sports         
Activities 

12.30 TT Rock-
stars & Maths 
Games  

3.35 -4:30  KS2 

New Age     
Curling 

 

 KS1 

Boccia 

 

KS2  

Boccia 

KS1  

Gymnastic 

KS2 Choir 

KS2  

Dodgeball 


